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Internationally Prominent Speakers Address 
Free Public Forum on Museum Architecture at CMA 

CLEVELAND - As a prelude to the Cleveland Museum of Art's (CMA) upcoming renovation and 
expansion, renowned architectural critics, scholars, historians, and museum directors will speak at a free 
public forum. The Edifice Complex: The Art of Museum Architecture, at the CMA on Saturday, May 
19, 2001 from 9 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. The forum will focus on current trends in museum architecture and 
the problems and possibilities that arise when creating environments for art and for visitors. The subject 
has assumed international importance as many art museums throughout the world plan and complete 
significant new buildings. The event is freelo the public, but tickets are required from the CMA ticket 
center or by calling 1-888-CMA.0033 or (216) 421-7350. A $2 ticket-handling fee applies to phone orders. 

Notes CMA director Katharine Lee Reid: "The issues are especially timely as the CMA prepares 
for Its own expansion and renovation. This is also an opportunity for community members to learn 

about innovative architectural solutions at other museums and to express their views about CMA's 
plans.” 


Speakers at the conference are: 

• Ada Louise Huxtable, Architecture Critic, The Wall Street Journal. Huxtable, the first Pulitzer 

noenoZz ° 5 h°e The Zvorh Times 

( 963 to 1982 . She has been a consultant on architect selection for the Sainsbury Wing of the 

rh^ran of London, the Getty Center in Los Angeles, the San Francisco Pubifc Library the 

Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art, and the Nelson-Atkins Museum in Kansas City andllas 
won numerous other awards and honors. She is the author of several books, including TOe Zeal 
America: Architecture and Illusion Press, 1997). ^ 

* n“' consultant, will moderate a panel discussion, Lacy is president of 

Purchase College, State University of New York, and a licensed architect. He has been Executive 
Director of the prestigious Pritzker Architecture Prize for half its 20-year history. One of his most 
prominent chents was the J, Paul Getty Trust: in planning for the Getty Center in Los Angeles he 
advised the Trust on the site selection and selection of architect Richard Meier, and chairL the 
Architectural Advisory Committee. His client list also includes the Nelson-Atkins Museum Citv of 
San Francisco, Boston Federal Courts, Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art Joslyn m Museum 
(Omaha, NE), University of Kentucky, U.S. State Department, and the U.l OlympirComi!^ttee 

. Peter Marzio, Director, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Marzio has served as the museum's director 
since 1982. During his tenure, annual visitorship at the museum has increased from 300,000 to more 
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than 1.5 million; memberships from 7,000 to more than 45,000; the operating budget from $5 million 
to $33 million, and endowment from $25 million to $440 million. He oversaw the recent expansion 
designed by Spanish architect Rafael Moneo. 

• John Walsh, Director Emeritus, the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles. Director of the Getty 
Museum from 1983 to 2000, Walsh oversaw the enlargement and strengthening of the staff, the 
dramatic growth of the collections, the conception and construction of a new and much larger 
museum designed by architect Richard Meier, and the planning for renovations to the Getty Villa in 
Malibu. 

• Fred Wilson, artist. New York. Wilson is a well-known conceptual artist whose Installations have 
been featured at prominent museums including the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, 
and the Seattle Art Museum. In his work, he explores issues regarding the museum environment. 

Time for questions will follow each lecture. 

For the panel discussion moderated by Lacy, panelists include: 

• Mitchell Kahan, Director, Akron Art Museum 

• Charles Desmarais, Director, The Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati 

• Sheri Geldin, Director, Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus 

• David Abbott, President, University Circle Incorporated 

The panelists will share their views of how modern architecture can transform institutions and 

enliven communities. 

The morning of the conference, attendees may check in and have coffee beginning at 8:15 a.m. 


Lecture Series on Architecture Begins Fall 2001 

Beginning this September, renowned CEOs and architects will be featured in an upcoming lecture series 

at CM A. Co-sponsored by the Weatherhead School of Management at Case Western Reserve University 

and the CMA, the lectures will focus on CEO/architect relationships and the buildings that are 

produced from them. Specific dates and speakers will be announced this summer, 

« * « 

For more information on CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.clevelandart.org . 
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